Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 100 K; mean (C-C) = 0.001 Å; R factor = 0.049; wR factor = 0.133; data-to-parameter ratio = 29.2.
(8) ring motifs, and link symmetry-related molecules into extended chains along the c axis. The crystal structure is further stabilized by weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, weak C-HÁ Á Á and -stacking [centroid-centroid = 3.6495 (6)-3.7130 (6) Å ] interactions. Intramolecular O-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN interactions are also present.
Related literature
For hydrogen-bond motifs, see Bernstein et al. (1995) . For the synthesis and bioactivity of benzimidazoles see, for example: Soto et al. (2006) ; Vazquez et al. (2006) ; Latif et al. (1983) . For related structures, see : Elerman & Kabak (1997) ; Liu et al. (2006) ; Al-Douh et al. (2006 , 2007 . For the stability of the temperature controller used for the data collection, see: Cosier & Glazer (1986) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Symmetry codes: (i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz; (ii) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iii) x; y À 1; z; (iv) x; y; z À 1; (v) x; y; z þ 1; (vi) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 2; Àz þ 1. Cg1 is the centroid of the C15-C20 benzene ring.
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2005 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2005) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL and PLATON (Spek, 2009 , while other alkyloxyaryl benzimidazole derivatives have been tested for the spasmolytic activity . Latif et al. have developed the reactions of some phenolic aldehydes with o-phenylenediamine in great details and managed to isolate the title compound (Latif et al., 1983) .
In view of the above, we have obtained the title compound (I), derived from benzimidazole and a bis-Schiff base compound and have determined its crystsal structure herein.
The bond lengths and angles in (I) are consistent with those common to related reported structures (Elerman & Kabak, 1997; Liu et al., 2006) . The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . Intramolecular O-H···O and O-H···N hydrogen bonds generate five and six membered rings with S(5) and S(6) ring motifs respectively (Bernstein et al., 1995) . Intermolecular O-H···O hydrogen bonds, involving one of the hydroxy groups and one of the water molecules link neighbouring molecules into chains with R 4 4 (8) ring motifs (Bernstein et al., 1995) . The dihedral angles between the benzimidazole ring system and the two outer benzene rings are 16.54 (4) 
The synthetic method has been described earlier (Al-Douh et al., 2006 , 2007 , while the single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained by evaporation of a methanol solution of (I) at 353 K.
Refinement
H atoms of the hydroxy groups were positioned by a freely rotating O-H bond and constrained with a fixed distance of 0.82 Å. The water H-atoms were located from the difference Fourier map and refined freely. The rest of the H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined with a riding model approximation with C-H = 0.95-0.98 and U iso (H) = 1.2 or 1.5
U eq (C). A rotating group model was used for the methyl groups.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 50% probability displacement ellipsoids and the atomic numbering. Intramolecular H bonds are drawn as a dashed line. 
